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Significance of Harmony and Combination of Cultures
in Noh Hamlet

KAWAHARA Yuka

Abstract: When we see and hear an excellent Noh play, we can enter the
mysterious world with the superb performance of Noh players. A new piece of
Noh play was premiered on December 2nd 2004 very successfully not on the
Noh stage but on the stage of Nihon University Casals Hall at Ochanomizu in
Tokyo, which was originally constructed for Western classical music. The play
was Noh Hamlet in Japanese, or Hamlet adapted in the traditional Japanese
Noh style. How can Noh and Hamlet be combined and fused as a Noh play?
The purpose of this paper is to probe into the significance of harmony and
fusion of cultures on the basis of Noh Hamlet in Japanese.
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To be, or not to be: that is the question:

“ To be or not to be: is no longer the question”
“ To be or not to be: not the question”

“ The readiness is all”
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