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Understanding the World of Noh Drama from
the Noh Stage Design

ICHIOKA Masao

Abstract: Noh is a stage art that expresses the spiritual world of Japanese.
For this reason, the Noh stage is designed as a space which spirits can visit. A
single old pine tree is depicted front and center on the Noh stage. This is a
uniquely Japanese device that is referred to as “yorishiro,” which calls forth
the spirits and is a symbol of ancient Japanese culture and tradition. Other
key features of the design of the Noh stage are also discussed.
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