p.62-67 December 2004

A Study of Hamlet

INOUE Hiroshi

This paper is the study of Hamlet. Firstly, it is my impression of my
careful reading and reading aloud of selected scenes from Hamlet. Secondly, it
is my study, which is based on the famous phrases of Hamlet's character and

the Shakespearean intention of Hamlet's character.

To be, or not to be, that is the question:

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles

And by opposing end them. To die—to sleep,

No more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to: 'tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep;

To sleep, perchance to dream—ay, there’s the rub:
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,

Must give us pause—there’s the respect
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That makes calamity of so long life.

“ To be, or not to be, that is the question;” “ To die—to sleep,

No more;”

We defy augury. There’s a special provi-
dence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now, 'tis not to
come; if it be not to come, it will be now; if it be not

now, yet it will come. The readiness is all.
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If it be now, 'tis not to come; if it be not to

come, it will be now; if it be not now, yet it will come,”

O that this too too sullied flesh would melt,
Thaw and resolve itself into a dew,

Or that the Everlasting had not fix'd

His canon 'gainst self-slaughter. O God! God!
How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable
Seem to me all the uses of this world!

Fie on't, ah fie, 'tis an unweeded garden

That grows to seed; things rank and gross in nature
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Possess it merely.

speculative mind

speculative mind
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Que sais je?
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