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Significance of Human Being in Hamlet and Paradigm Shift

MOURI Masako

Was Shakespeare's play Harmmlet intended to be merely entertainment or
did Shakespeare intend it to convey a deeper message about the human
condition? Was Hamlet merely an indecisive young man, or was his role
used to illustrate the vulnerability of humans in their desperate search for a
greater meaning to life? This paper analyzes such issues within the context
of the play and extrapolates to the significance and role of humanity in its

present condition.
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What a piece of work is a man! How noble

in reason! how infinite in faculties! in form and moving, how
express and admirable! in action, how like an angel! in
apprehension, how like a god! the beauty of the world!

the paragon of aminals!  2.2.301-305

noble

To be, or not to be — that is the question ;
Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them? (3.1.56-57)
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In his chief good and market of his time

Be but to sleep and feed? A beast, no more!

Sure he that made us with such large discourse,
Looking before and after, gave us not

That capability and godlike reason

To fust in us unus'd. Now, whether it be

Bestial oblivion, or some craven scruple

Of thinking too precisely on th’event —

A thought which, quarter’'d, hath but on part wisdom
And ever three parts coward — | do not know

Why yet | live to say ‘This thing’s to do!, (4.4.33-44)

No, faith, nor a jot ; but to follow him thither

with modesty enough, and likelihood to lead it, as thus :
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Alexander died, Alexander was buried, Alexander returneth
to dust ; the dust is earth ; of earth we make loam ; and
why of that loam whereto he was converted might they not
stop a beer-barrel?
Imperious Caesar, dead and turn'd to clay,
Might stop a hole to keep the wind away.
O, that that earth which kept the world in awe
Should patch a wall t' expel the winter’s flaw! (5.1.199-208)

You will have to work hard and sweat to make the soil produce anything,
until you go back to the soil fro which you were formed. You were made form

soil, and you will become soil again. (Genesis 3.19)
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"the readiness is all”, 5.2.24

Hamlet

Not a whit, we defy augury : there is a special

providence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now, ‘tis not
to come ; if it be not to come, it will be now ; if it be not
now, yet it will come — the readiness is all. Since no man

owes of aught he leave, what is't to leave betimes? Let be. (5.2.211-215)

For only a penny you can buy two sparrows, yet not one sparrow falls to the

ground with out your Father’s consent. (Matthew 10.29)
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