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R.H. Blyth’s View on Haiku: Basho

UEDA Kuniyoshi UJIIE Hyouko

Abstract: The international popularity of “haiku” today was a direct result
of R.H. Blyth’s four volumes of HA/KU published soon after World War 11.1
Even during the war, Blyth 1898 1964 had issued Zen in English
Literature in Tokyo which was to be acclaimed by the British author Aldous
Huxley enjoying his last years in California and many others in the
passionate reception of Zen in America and Europe. This paper tries to
reveal the secret of the popularity of “haiku” by tracing Blyth's “Four Great
Haiku Poets: Basho”. Examined is one of the core chapters (its first Japanese
translation has been attempted and included in this article) in HA/KU Vol.
I, in which Blyth evaluates Basho as “the Way, the Truth and the Life,” and
“not only the greatest of all Japanese, but that he is to be numbered among
those few human beings who lived, and taught us how to live by living.”
Blyth compares Basho partly to Christ, Wordsworth, St. Francis, Keats, and
Chaucer, and especially to Thoreau, “the most remarkable, perhaps the
greatest man America has produced.” 3 Key words. Blyth, haiku, Basho,

Thoreau.

“haiku”
William J. Higginson
THE HAIKU HANDBOOK 1985
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10 “haiku” 4 R.H.
Blyth, 1898-1964) HAIKU 4 , 1947-52
1995
1890- 1900
1950
“haikai”
“haiku” Blyth HAIKU

Allen Ginsberg, 1926-

Sitting on a stump with a half cup of tea,

sun down behind mountains—
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Nothing to do.

(Aldous Huxley
1894-1963) James Kirkup
1964 10 28 65 40

HAIKU
21

HAIKU

17 ZEN IN ENGLISH

LITERATURE AND ORIENTAL CLASSICS

HAIKU 4

HAIKU\VOL. | 1 “Section
IV: The Four Great Haiku Poets” 4 “Basho”
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the Way
of Haiku

gentleness

yugen

fusion
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— — Four Great Haiku Poets: Basho
R.H. By R.H. Blyth

Translated by K.Ueda & H. Ujiie

1627- 1705

Way Truth
Life Buddha

imitation
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1623 96

the Way of
Haiku

D.H.
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Winter seclusion:
Once again | will lean against

This post.

The autumn full moon:

All night long
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I paced round the lake.

Spreading a straw mat in the field,
| sat and gazed

At the plum blossoms.

“gazing”

The beginning of spring:
For the new year,

Five sho of rice from last year.

3.18 18
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The first morning of spring
| feel like

Someone else.

I am one
Who eats his breakfast,

Gazing at the morning-glories.

Afirefly;
| partake of the smart-weed,

In my hermitage. Kikaku
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In traveling attire,
A stork in late autumn rain:

The old master Basho.

1795—1821 25

Resigned to death by exposure,
How the wind

Cuts through me!
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The year-end fair:
I would like to go out and buy

Some incense-sticks.

First winter rain:
The monkey also seems

To want a small straw cloak.
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Geoffrey Chaucer, 1340 1400

Henry David Thoreau, 1817- 62

1623- 1705

This Hoshi's appearance,
In the evening,

Is that of autumn.
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yugen

fusion

Samuel Johnson, 1709-84.

personal character
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