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A Special Contribution

Noh Adaptation of Shakespeare and Fusion of Cultures

OKAMOTO Yasumasa

Former President of Tokyo University of Arts and Sciences

Abstract

This is the record of a special lecture delivered at the Annual Convention of
ISHCC in March, 2004 in Tokyo. The speaker, Professor Yasumasa Okamoto,
former President of Tokyo University of Arts and Sciences, tells as an
introduction of his co-experience with Kuniyoshi Munakata (Ueda) in Hamlet
which was presented as a students’ production in 1958. Then he argues whether
any non-fusion cultural experience is possible today in Japan. He goes on to
discuss the unique fusion of Noh and Ham/et which was realized in 1980s when
Munakata thought of “To be or not to be: is no longer the question”, and analyzes
the text of the abridged version of Noh Hamlet. Okamoto's final comments
revealed his expectation that Japanese professional Noh actors be able to perform

Noh Hamlet in Japanese as a part of their repertoire.
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1974 1982
1984 1989
2001

"To be or not to be: that is the question”

"To be or not to be: is no longer the question" "The readiness is all"

"To be or not to be: that is the
guestion” "There's a special providence in the fall of a

sparrow....The readiness is all."

"To be or not to be:~is no longerthe question”
"To be or not to be, is no longer the question "
"To be or not to be: is no longer the question™
"To be or not to

be: that is no longer the question"
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Hamlet

King Lear

Hamlet
Hamlet

50 500

sea change

"There's a special providence in the fall of a sparrow. Ifit

be now .... The readiness is all"

"To be or not to be:
that is the question”
Hamlet
Hamlet
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Stanley Wells and Gary Taylor, eds.,
William Shakespeare: The Complete Works (Oxford University Press, 1986)
Hamlet "Omoeba kari no yado'

"Life is a lying dream", "He only wakes who casts the world aside"

Arthur Waley The No
Plays of Japan, 1922 Hamlet
pastiche collage
T.S. The Wast Land, 1922
Hamlet

"To be or not to be: that is no Inger the question”

"Thus conscience does make
cowards of us all;/And lose the name of action" "does
lose the name of action”

"If it be now, it be now/ 'Tis not to come ..."

"If it be now, if it be now ..." "if"
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Abridged NOH HAMLET in English

by Kuniycahi Munaksts Unda Stanley Wells and Gary Tuylor, eds,, William Shakespeare:

The Complete Works (Oxford University Press, 1986}
[The mtusis 1o anncoton Ube satratod of U abits o played

Hamled sntars He i on bis sy home from sxile]

Act 3 Scene |
[SHIDAI Thematic song | (Soft-singing. rhythmic)
Ender Prince Hamlet
Hamlee To be or not to be” that is the question:  J, j'_ 58 HAMLET
To ba or mot ta be: that is the question; T"Ihl'“’ﬁ“’b'l ‘:‘h'":d*m
so  The glings and mrrows of outrageous fortune,
Vo fioy Ta slinmy, o s, 52 Or to take arms agalnst @ sea of troobles,
[BASHI-singing]  Soft. non-rhythmic) And, by opposing, end them. To die, to slesp—
Whather tis ncbler in the mi 5145 e peas bl ke e
v in the mind to suffer The beartache and the thousand natural shocks
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune: = mu Im!:h:*lwl_llﬂm
O to take arma aguinat § ses of troubles, Ta sloep, perchance to dream. Ay, there's the rub,
And by opposing end them? To dis, to sleep,
Mo more: and by & sleep W any we end
The beart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to,
[SAGE-UTA Low-pitched song] (Soft.chythmic) ‘tis » consummation  §5-47
Dapwoutly to be wish'd.
[AQE-UTA High-pitched song] (Sofirhythmied  Todie, 10 aleen?
Parchants to dream: &y, thare's the rub;
Perchancs to dream’ &y thare's the rab:
i
HEE - ALY b (B8R
rEun
[rnhbew b %730 pbolig]
3704,
i BolLaTrATHRAiGhERE —
AL b " - s
w ko B, Fhd-onE CmtEs s, MESERBTOLTLS
ErEd. Ehited—-0ME, BADE LIS — —
FEiL. BhiCT g, e
(FRIGa®) 2hus. %

[4#3] (FEE) LWTAXLHRBLOS, B3~ & KEFA.
FEuESOENEHRTION, IIEI (e mhh, ik, BoitdEgue —
EROMCERER T I BMHL BhilPEREOTE — FRAMETR 2L .
Fal-TLEIDE, BREDIZTFiz, BrI®EsADd. TREMEE.
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For 15 that sbeep of death what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil

st give us pause: must give us pase

Thus corscience doss make cowards of us all:

And loss the name of action,

Lose the name of action. —

THumin motoss the kosods srel pt romtbe |

[KOTOBA sremcu]

Hamlpe  Soft you now! The fair Ophalia!

[Hwrndan nits i fromt. of Ophelia's gravs
s Uk kw18 his s, wnd slags |

|WAKA narg]  (Saft, nenerhythmich

Hamler | boved Ophelia; 1 loved Ophalia, Ophalial
[hamisn fueln brittes rugret el cram |

INORU-rhythmie singing]  (Soft)
Farty thousand brethers could nat,
With all their quantity of love,

Make up my sum: | boved Ophalia

[zl st i Bred of L nscdie 0 & Taw scrting pomilsn
el madiatns Fhalwhacks sk of med i i i |

MEVAIRNOFTEARFERITHE oD,
FELVABHORER B TLERESE —

3.1.68-Ts

i
e

yo-41

5.1 287

2872685 47

CCTRBEFSS Licled, ABEERI LIRS,

SAHOLTERIAEMAECLTLEY
fTROEERHETLEION,
AROEsEhETLEION,

May 2004

For in that sloep of death what dreams may come
When we have shulfled off this mortal coll

Must give us panse. There's the respect

Thast makes calamity of so long life,

For who would bear the whips and scoma of tme,
Th'oppressar’s wrong, the proud man's contumedy,
The pangs of disprieed love, the law's delay,

The insolence of office, and the spurns

That patient merit of th'unworthy takes,

When be himsell might his quictus make

With a bare bodkin ! Who would these Gndels bear,
To grunt and sweat under a weary life,

But that the dressd of something after death,

The undiscovered country from whose bourn

No traveller refurns, pursles the will,

And makes us rather hear those ills we have
Than fy to others that we know not ofF

Thus consclence does make cowards of us all,
And thiss the native hue of resolution

s sicklied o%er with the pake cast of thought,
And enterprises of great pith and moment

‘With this regard their currents turn awry,

Amd lose the name of sction. Soft you, now,

The fadr Opbelia|—Nymph, in thy ocisons

Be all my sing remembered.

) ]

Act § Scene 1

A 'run womps]
Genitlemen |
momATo (i Hamiet) Good my lord, be quiet.
HAMLET
Why, | will Bight with him wpon this theme
a  Unill my eyelids will no longer wag.
o cEnTRiee O my son, what themne 7
IaMLET
1 leved Ophelin. Forty thousand brothers
Could mot, with all their quantity of love,
Make up my sum. —What wilt thou do for her?

[7#H] (22, BTaE)
Mhlby b BRTFL—)TERLTE,

BLTULE, #7478
liabot, RL<mmL, BETE]

(48] (372)

[nhlsp, 27 =y rohRicRsoR, E3¢]

(LB

WTL BD, WLOAT 4= T !

lxz =i POBRCOFEIE. Taemsl
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[(Famie onrtimars madiation. Than Opbelia's ghont appsas. Act 5 Scome 1
Bba wbowly apwroaikehs bes. and rutands bar basd beward fem e ——
i 1 50 i mivn, (hen Bungpearn  Himbel w snlighisesd |

Enmber Prince Hamiet amd Horatio
ARELET
5o much for this, sir. Mow, et , the cther,
[MORLU-rhythmic singing| Btrong) INﬁn—d-ihﬂm::;
Hlmfﬂﬁhurnnﬂ;l"umknprthliw. 11_“* v Ramker X, sy oodi
113t be now, il ba - fir, In my beart there was & kind of fighting
o BT e wontid et i ma s Mcabi'T L
“Tis ot 19 come, nod b come: Wiwrse tham the mutioo io the bihoess. Rashly
And prajsed be reshness for it: let os know
1f 1t e ot to coma, it wall be mow [T S —"
I it ba oot as now, ol e oow, = :H,“:_-I“::’ﬂ"l?mluu
You bt will come, i will come: Ronigh-bew them bow we will —

Tha d i all e i wnall

Th--..llpﬂ:ilipmridl“iuthl'lﬂnflmrm .-55‘-.&55 mhi iy @ him o Bagland
Since no man knows sught of what he leaves: What is the e of the busines there.
A man's life is no more thas o aay ‘ona’, 75 It wiilll be short. The interim's mine,
ri  And & man's lie's po more than o say ‘one”.
Tha readiness 1w all 168 But | am very sorry, good Horatio,
That io Laertes | forgot mysell;
it e 1 e W For by the image of my cause [ son
Monag na asura wie | The portrabture of his. T court his faveurs.
8a  Bul sure, the bravery of his gricl did put me
Inio w tow "ring, passion.
AT Peace, who comes here ?
Ender young Owric, @ courtier, Making off Ris hat]
RN
Your lordship i right welcome beck to Denmark.

mponarwe f your mind dislike snything, obey B [ will
forestall their repair hither, snd say you are nod fit.

HAMLET Mot m whil We defy anguory. There's a special
providence i the fall of n sparrow. If it be now, s
ot to come. I I be net 1o coms, i will be now. i i
be not now, yet it will come. The resdiness is all. Since
no man has siaght of what be baves, what st @ e

betirnes ?
[BBT47 4= TOCRRAL, hby FEEDE, REASRZLTH.
RATLEOSECPEBLDA, BrUMLb. nbLl
Wk, =20 e WE, | H¥5#|iﬁf¥ﬂflh. 'Eﬂ-'&r:"-
LT - T
(0] (w2m) MELTESZZ L, FNMFRSE
- Db, v i
NALw b EREN EhiibEOM—-OBMETHA. RoROS. Tt xﬁbm
FEVE., E kS M-S .
() Vv EEL, ®2
b [
RicikRiir. AMO—-ER D ED ERABEIYOLO,
- LTESSZ E. £hte 1
BioERe SBL, o : g

P LT 2N
na
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Hamlets KIRI DANCE
LARey the fracing mascs o dusl s Lasrisd
[MORLrhyhmae singing] (Saft)

Hamlet Exchange frgivoness.

Heaven make thes fres of it

| follow thee: I'm dead

0, wretched queen, adwu.

You that look pale and trembls,

Had 1 but time, O, | could tell you,

Alna, Bot et it be,

Cevosta kari no pado.

Lifw i a lying dream.

This world is not for aye:

ALl that lives must die,

Pasaing through nature to eternity,

He only wakes who casts the world aside
There s a divinity that shapes our eads,
Hough-hew them how we will;

The readiness i all

{ufirwtats Chorus)  Mow cracks s nobls hesrt,

The rost s sbepce; Good-right, sweet prinee
The rest s ailence, silence!
Flights of angels sing thee to thy rest,
Flights of angels sing thes to thy mest

7.2k
23%-236

238-1%

Fir g

May 2004

Act 5§ Scene 2

8o

HAMLET

Here, thiou scestuous, mund rous, damnéd Dane,

Drink off this potion. ks thy unlon bere?

Follow my mothes, King Clawdtur dies
LAERTES He is justly served.

1t s & polson tempered by himsell.

forgivenoss with me, nobls Hamiet.
Mine arvd my father's death come not wpon thes,
Mor thine en me. He dies

Heaven make thee free of {2 | follow thee,

I am dead, Horatio, Wretched Qhisen, sdieu |
You that look pake snd tremble st this chance,
That are but mutes or audience to this act,
Had | but time—as this fell sergeant Death

Is strict in bis grrest—0, | could tell you—
Bat ket it be. Horstio, | am dead,

Thou liv'st. Report me and my cause aright
To the unsatisfied.

“ﬁ_ﬁﬂ{wﬂeﬂ Act 1 Scene 2

iz.m
1.0.72-73

'ﬁﬁ.&{'ﬂhkjn]

£1.10-11

Good Hambet, cust thy nightly coloor off,

And let thine eye look lke & friend on Denmark.
D ol for over with thy waibid lds

Seek for thy noble father in the dust.

Thou know'st s common —all that lves mast die,
Passing through nature to eternity.

Act 3 Scene 2

68

52312
3103312
3ie

13

FLATER K9G
1 do belkove you think what now you speak ;
Bust whiot we do determine oft we break.
Purpose s but the slave to memary,
Of wiolent birth but poor validity,
Which mow like frult unripe sticks on the tres,
fut fsll unshaken when they mallow be.
Most pecessary "tis that we forget
To pay what to ves s diehi.
What to curselves In passion we propose,
The pastion ending, doth the purpose lase.
The violence of either grief ar joy
Theehr 0w enmctunes with themsehves destroy.
Where joy most revels, grief doth most lament ;
Gried joys, joy gricves, on slender accident.
This world ks not for aye, nor "tis not strange
Thint even ouir loves should with our fertunes change |

Act § Sceme 2

HAMLET

0, 1 die, Horatio |

The potent polson guite o'ercrows my spiril.

I cannot live to hear the news from England,
But | do prophesy th'election lights

O Fortinbras, He has my dying volce.

S0 tell him, with th'occurrents, more and less,
Which have solicited. The rest s slence.

0, Oy, 0, 1

He dies

Now cracks & noble heart. Good night, sweet prince,
And Bights of angels sing thee to thy rest.—
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