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A Study on Hamlet from a Buddhistic Point of View

SHIMAZAKI Hiroshi

The purpose of this paper is to show that it is possible to interpret Hamlet
from a Buddhistic point of view, and to demonstrate that a basically similar
philosophical thought concerning the below mentioned religious themes can be
found both in Buddhism and in Hamlet The themes are as follows: the
inevitability of death, sin, repentance, salvation, the world after death, etc.

In Hamlet, the Queen and Claudius, in trying to ease Hamlet's grief over his
father’s death, refer to the fact that death is inevitable. The recognition of this fact
seems to be the starting point of Buddhism as well as of the philosophical aspect of
Hamlet. The scene in which Claudius confesses his sin and kneels in prayer may
well remind a Buddhist of the teachings of Shinran (a Japanese Buddhist). He
teaches that a man who has done wrong and repents for his deeds deserves the
same religious salvation that a man who has done good deserves. Hamlet's final
thought that the readiness for death is all, can also be found in Buddhism.

(David M. Bergeron)
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Kingdom of Heaven,  Himmelsreich

Kingdom of God, Reich Gottes
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““If it be now, 'tis not to come; if it be not to come, it will be now; if it be not now, yet it

will come. The readiness is all.”” (V.ii.216-218)11
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There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,

Than are dreamt of in your philosophy. (Hamlet, 1. v. 166f.)

“asyou like it~
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