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The Meaning of Noh

TAMAKI Tomohiko

Not many Japanese people see Noh operas enthusiastically, but most others
are indifferent to them. In fact, most Japanese can not enjoy Noh because they
have been so modernized and so isolated from Japanese tradition. In this paper,
the historical reasons for the indifference are revealed and the essence of Noh is
studied from a universal point of view. And the meaning and the virtue of Noh
are presented by quoting from a theorist who has experience in performing Noh.
Finally the impressions of a critic who was moved to see a Noh opera are inquired
after carefully.
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““Noh is the damnedest thing in the world.”
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