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Balancing the Direct Method and the Translation Method for
Teaching Foreign Languages: Development of Teaching
Materials for Teacher Training Programs

WATANABE Harunori

In Japanese education, teachers are required to be able to teach effectively in
their classes. Although teachers need theoretical knowledge about teaching methods,
they are required to demonstrate the theories in their actual class in Japanese or in a
foreign language. This paper proposes that it is necessary to develop language
teaching materials for would-be teachers to make them acquire the balanced skills
through the trials by the direct method and the translation method. We tried some
case studies through an artificial language and also through natural languages. The
results of this study may be helpful in Japanese language teaching and useful when

teaching foreign languages.
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