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Noh, Shakespeare, and Behavior Analysis

UEDA Kuniyoshi

In the commemorative lecture delivered at the 20th Convention of the Japanese
Association for Behavior Analysis in August, 2002, | evaluated B.F. Skinner(1904-90),
the founder of the Association of America, as a social reformer first and foremost,
referring to his lecture “The Non-Punitive Society”. | also discussed Henry Thoreau’s
Walden and Dr. Skinner’s Walden Two, and declared | would write Walden Three as a
Noh play whose shite or main role would be Thoreau or Skinner. “One world at a
time,” Thoreau said, and Skinner also seems to have believed only in this life. |
believe in the next life also, as presented in many Noh plays as well as some of
Shakespeare’s plays. | would like to live this life as fully as possible and will pass
from this life to the next, wishing to live more beautifully in a more beautiful world.
Lastly, | presented my shortened version of “Noh Hamlet in English” as Hamlet, with
Naoko MIYANISHI as Ophelia’s ghost, accompanied on the Noh flute by Dr. Koichi

ONO, President of the Japanese Association for Behavior Analysis.
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When we look at the world today with its war terrorism and violence in many
places a non-punitive society seems “utopian” in the sense of impossible. And,
indeed, we are not likely to arrive at a peaceful world in the immediate future by
applying the experimental analysis of behavior to international diplomacy. ...
Perhaps our best opportunity will be to start below the level of international
affairs. If, because of positive consequences alone, people can acquire knowledge
and skills, work productively, treat each other well, and enjoy their lives, those
who deal with international affairs may be able to use non-punitive measures

more effectively. 2

“It is the unhappy and the
frightened who resort to war. International negotiations among happy nations should

be more successful.”

“We cannot solve these problems through any aversive means.”
“A cooperative rather than a

competitive solution is needed.”
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“Whatever the final form of that solution, we can all move toward it by turning as

often as possible to positively reinforcing measures....” 6

“a social

reformer” Dr. B.F. Skinner

Henry Thoreau Walden Skinner
Walden Two Walden Three

Words Actions
Thoughts Mind

K (3K
) “ The Law of TWA” ( Thoughts, Words, and Actions)
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* To be or not to be, that is the question.”
“ To be or not to be, that is the question. To be or not to be, that is the

question. To die, to sleep, no more.”

4
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“To be or not to be,” “be” 2
7 “that is the question.” 5
“To die, to sleep,” “die” “sleep” 3
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blank verse

guestion.”

12

- 125-

10

1982 83

“To be or not to be, is no longer the



devote

present’

40

Imagination
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“here and now”
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Vision
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“live in the present future”

Vision
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Thoreau “‘One world at a

time.”
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“Exchange forgiveness.” “Heaven
make thee free of it.” 19
“Memento mori.” “This world

is not for aye.”

“Good night, sweet prince. Flights of angels sing thee to thy

rest! Flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.” 19
1997

“Flights of angels sing thee to thy rest!”
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