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Relative Consideration of the ‘Imagination’ of Keats,
Shakespeare and Wordsworth

TAKANAMI| Masaru

I would like to discuss John Keats, William Shakespeare and William Wordsworth
and compare their ideas of ‘imagination’. “Ode on a Grecian Urn” and Othello have
certain features in common. The common link is ‘visionary imagination’. This
‘imagination’is different from the ‘naturalized imagination’ that William Wordsworth
had. Dr. Kuniyoshi Ueda created Noh Othello also which expressed ‘visionary
imagination’. Throughout the course of this essay, | evaluated the essence of the

‘imagination’in Romanticism.

Heard Melodies are sweet, but those unheard are sweeter;2
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Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard
Are sweeter; therefore, ye soft pipes, play on;
Not to the sensual ear, but, more endeared,
Pipe to the spirit ditties of no tone:
Fair youth, beneath the trees, thou canst not leave;
Thy song, nor ever can those trees be bare;
Bold Lover, never, never canst thou Kiss,
Though winning near the goal yet, do not grieve:
She cannot fade, though thou hast not thy bliss,

For ever wilt thou love, and she be fairs

-99-



p.98-105 May 2003

1819 5

‘Heard melodies
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‘even finer to me than more accomplish’'d works as there was left so

much room for Imagination™
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‘naturalized imagination’

‘visionary imagination’
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the appropriate business of poetry and her duty, is to treat of things not as
they are, but they appear ; not as they exist in themselves, but as they seem to exist

to the sense and to the passion.t3
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‘irony’
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