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The Noh Play Sumidagawa
in Relation to the Sumida River as a Boundary

WATANABE Tadashi

Motomasa, who composed the Noh play Sumidagawa, introduced the idea of a
boundary into the work to enhance the dramatic effect of its tragic story—the lament
of a mother who lost her only son after he was kidnapped. Through the analysis of
the Sumida river as a boundary, we find a relationship between the concept of
boundaries and the celebration of the Noh play Sumidagawa. By the adaptation of
these boundaries into this drama, the audience’s pentup emotions are released and
their souls are purified. They achieve catharsis. This is what makes Sumidagawa

a great masterpiece of theatrical tragedy.
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