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A Noh Actress: Fukuko OKUMURA

MIYANISHI Naoko

Noh founded by Kan’ami and Zeami in the late 14th century, is a spiritual type of
drama and has been developing for over 600 years. One problem in Noh is that it had
been only performed by men until the end of World War . After the war, female
performers were admitted as professionals into the Japan Noh Society, though their
performances were not properly evaluated. There has yet been no female performer
granted the title of living national treasure in spite of their qualifications. In this
paper, | have interviewed Fukuko OKUMURA, one of the first female Noh performers

in the Kansai area and introduced her life and art.
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Kuniyoshi UedaNOH ADAPTATION OF SHAKESPEARE Hokuseido,2000
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