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(Ashley Montagu:'On Tribalism Today")

tr. Kazuo TAKENO

This is a translation of 'On Tribalism Today ' by Ashley Montagu(1905-1999).
He defines tribalism as the practice of the belief that one's own tribe is better than or
superior to the tribes of others. He insists that the societies in which tribalism
flourishes in its most dangerously developed forms are not the soieties of what we call
‘primitive peoples’ but those of the most technologically developed nations of the world.

Although this essay was published during the Cold War, it is still profundly

suggestive for us and the world after September 11th.
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Text:Ashley Montagu:'On Tribalism Today,' In Humanity Speaking to Humankind,
ed. by Tsuyoshi Amemiya, Tsutomu Tanaka, Kazuo Takeno(Tokyo:ASAHI
PRESS,1985),pp.41-56.
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