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R.H. Blyth —
On the Arcane English Employed by R. H. Blyth

SUGIMOTO Keiko

I found English sentences written by R.H. Blyth extremely difficult and had
a hard time understanding them. | had first thought it was totally due to my poor
English proficiency. After further study, | have come to think that there might be
some causes of the difficulty inherent in his English. It is amazing to think that
among such a large number of his works, there wasn’t even one book translated

into Japanese. Now in this thesis, I tried to analyze where some of the difficulties

may lie.
R.H. Blyth
R.H. Blyth(1898—1964)
A HISTORY of HAIKU ( ) ,
HAIKU 1954
Essays in Zen Buddhism
1927 Zen Buddhism and its Influence on Japanese Culture

1938

Zen and Zen Classics
Zen in English Literature

Zen and Zen Classics
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Zen in English Literature and

Oriental Classics ( 1937)
1 “ What is Zen ?” Zen and Zen Classics (
1960 1970) 1 “ What is Zen ?”
“ What is Zen ?”
( )
What is Zen?
What is Zen ? Zen in English Literature
What is Zen ?
Zen and Zen Classics "What is Zen ?”
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A

Zen in English Literature

This ... is true of the life of Zen, which is the real religious , poetical life.

But, as Mrs. Browning says in Aurora Leigh,

The cygnet finds the water, but the man

Is born in ignorance of his element.
Dogen(1200-1253), founder of the Soto Sect of Zen in Japan, expresses this more
poetically:
The water -bird
Wanders here and there
Leaving no trace,

Yet her path
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She never forgets.

Mrs. Browning

(element)

2 Bacon "The sun
passeth through pollutions and itself remains as pure as before, (

)

Zen passes through all our definings and remains Zen as before.

)

As we think of it, it seems dark, but “dark with excessive light. “

guotation mark

Yet we read books on Zen, and more books, hoping to find on some page, in some

sentence or other, the key to a door which is only a hallucination.
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Zen says “Walk in! “ Never mind the key or the bolt or the massive — seeming door.

Just walk in !

element

Traherne “His name is now...

His essence is all Act.” 6

10

Truth is everywhere, but is more apparent in science, Beauty is in dustbins and

butcher’s shops as well, but is more visible in the moon and flowers.(

Traherne ,The Anticipation Comus

Zen in English Literature

Religion is Poetry
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The most profound, the most religious utterance in the world is a sentence in the

Kongo Kyo. ( )

“ Awaken the mind without fixing it anywhere.” ii

It has no cadence, no tone; it is too abstract, too vague; too cold, too inhuman.

It lacks all the humanity, the emotion, the poetry, the religion,...

everything depends on the mindiv

If it had not been for ENo it is doubtful whether Zen would have made any
further progress in China, and whether it would have ever arrived in Japan. What
would Japanese culture have been without the stimulus of Zen? No tea ceremony, no
Bushido, no No no Haiku all this and more contained in the words ”Awaken the

mind without fixing it anywhere.” Vv
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Vi

The poetry, the religion of these you bring with yourself; there is no spoon -feeding
here. Vvii (

)

poetry

religion

A Burns
16 4
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viii Stepping Westward
2 3

Because of Spring / This morning a nameless hill / Is veiled with mist.

The first snow: / The leaves of the daffodils / Are bending

Gazing at the flowers / Of the morning glory, / | eat my breakfast

, poetical( ) religious(

HAIKU, Volume 1 X

The first snow, / Just enough to bend / The leaves of the daffodils.
Zen in English Literature

HAIKU
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Xi

HAIKU, Volumel

Bashds lack of affectation is shown also in the following:

Answering Kikaku’'s poem about tade (smart-weed) and the firefly. I am one /

Who eats his breakfast, / Gazing at morning-glories. This was Bashd's reply to

A firefly; / | partake of the smart-weed, / In my hermitage. Kikaku
Kikaku means that, like the firefly, he prefers the night, has eccentric tastes,
enjoying the bitter flavour of the smart-weed that other people dislike. Basho says that
the true poetic life is not here, but eating one’s rice and pickles for lreakfast and

gazing at whatever nature and the seasons bring us.xii
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“Gazing at whatever nature and seasons bring us.”

Xiii “ ”
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D Zen and Zen Classics
Zen and Zen Classics Zen in English Literature

Zen and Zen Classics

The Mind is both a mirror and an ever-expanding eye which creates what it sees,
and destroys what it does not. | clear my mind of cant. | learn all I can of the culture

of the past, and remove my prejudices of rank and nationality. (

an expanding-eye, destroy, cant, rank and nationality

cant

Zen and Zen Classics

16
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GHQ

Zen and Zen Classics

i 59

iiZen in English Literature p289
2 Cherish thoughts that are dwelling on nothing whatever.
thoughts where there is no abode whatever.

iii p27

iv p26

v Zen in English Literature, p27

vi p33 p200

vii. Zen in English Literature, p29

viii

ix 37 136 138

x HAIKU, Volume 1 p83

i 204
xi HAIKU, Volume 1 p295
xiii 177 269
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