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Haiku and Noh of Basho, Buson, Shiki
Basho's Noh Haiku (Hokku)

KISANUKI Hiroshi

As far as | have examined, Basho has 27 haiku about noh, Buson has 56 noh
haiku and Shiki 72. They all made haiku and hokku composed of the classic chanting
of noh music in parodies. There are some common stances in their of writings, but
there are also differences. This appears to depend on the different life led by each.
Here | examine their lives through the ideal way of the acceptance of noh (the
chanting of noh music). Also, the point of this paper is to improve how deeply Basho,
Buson, and Shiki are concerned with noh. This paper argues about Basho's noh

haiku.
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R.H. Blyth ZEN

Omoshiroute yagate kanashiki ubune kana
The cormorant fishing-boat—
How exciting! But after a time
| felt saddened.
Basho does not tell us what made him sad. Was it pity for the fish, for the
cormorants forced to regurgitate what they had swallowed, for the men
engaged in such a labour of preying on the greediness of the birds, or for

humanity in its endless desire and craving? The simplest and best answer is

that Basho himself did not know. It was "tears, idle tears," and that is all.
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