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The Noh Robe of Feathers and Swan Legends of the World

TAKEMURA Shigeru

The noh Robe of Feathers appears to be based on the Swan legend. The wish
for eternal youth and no death explains the swan legend. Moreover, the notif of
undressing and the bathing is related to the sloughing off of snake skin which
represents regeneration. The point of the Robe of Feathers is thata man who
obtains an angel's robe of feathers and then returns the robe of feathers to the angel at
once is philosophical. The pull of the tide seen on the beach synchronizes with the
lack of the moon and symbolizes an eternal life. The angel who has an eternal life

returns to the moon.
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...the fortune of us that are the moon’s men doth ebb and flow like the sea
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